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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 08/16/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. The finality of the last office action is hereby withdrawn; to avoid 
abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following two 
options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .3/. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. Claims 35 
recites the limitation "the system of claim 1" in the preamble. However, claim 1 is a 
method claim, thus there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Claims 36-38 are rejected because of their dependency from claim 35. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-11, 17-44 and 50-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Leary et al (O'Leary hereinafter, US PAT: 6,609,1 13). 

Re claim 1. O'Leary discloses a method for making on-line payments (see 
col.4 lines 36-65), comprising: receiving enrollment information from a user for 
an on-line payments service (see col. 19 lines 11-25, also see col.23 line 65- 
col.24 line 25); receiving the user's designation of a source account for 
withdrawing funds for the on-line payments (see col.27 lines 1-15, also see 
"The user then provides the following information: the 
source 'of the funds — checking, credit card, savings, 
etc.; the dollar amount of the transfer; the funding 
date; and whether this is one time transfer or a repeat 
transfer, col.27 lines 4-15; providing a transaction account for the 
user as a money deposit account with an account number that the user can use 
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as a source and a destination of funds and with at least one of a plurality of 
service levels (i.e., IPA account, see the abstract); wherein providing the 
transaction account for the user with at least one of the plurality of service 
levels further comprises providing the transaction account for the user with a 
first level service that includes an on-line person-to-person payment service 
enabling the user to receive and send funds from the user's transaction 
account (i.e., IPA account, see the abstract, also col. 15 lines 35-45), with a 
save for later feature enabling the user to accumulate a balance of funds in the 
user's transaction account for later use (see col. 11 lines 62-66, see col.21 
lines 15-20) and with a held money feature for retaining funds in the user's 
transaction account which the user has designated to be sent to a recipient but 
which has not yet been picked up by the recipient (i.e., this is an inherent 
feature, since funds designated to be sent is normally held against the payer's 
account until the funds clear or picked up); providing the transaction account 
for the user with a second level of service that includes all features of the first 
level of service plus an access card enabling the user to access funds in the 
user's transaction account for off-line transactions (see fig.4,also see col.21 
lines 15-30); allowing the user to have funds reside in the transaction account 
(see col. 11 lines 63-67); and allowing the user to use the funds residing in the 
transaction account for at least one of making an on-line payment with funds in 
the transaction account, making an online purchase with funds in the 
transaction account, making an off-line purchase with funds making a credit 
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card account payment with funds in the transaction account, making a bill 
payment with funds in the transaction account (see col. 15 lines 32-45), and 
making an international payment with funds in the transaction account (i.e., 
pay anyone virtually anywhere, see col.4 lines 44-46). O'Leary does not 
explicitly disclose providing the transaction account for the user with a third 
level of service that includes all features of the first and second levels of 
service plus a credit line enabling the user to access both line of credit funds 
and accumulated balance funds in the user's transaction account. However, 
official notice is taken that attaching a line of credit to a transaction account is 
old. and well known in the art, such method is well established in commercial 
banking where regular checking transaction account is tied to overdraft line of 
credit, enabling customers to overdraft their regular transaction accounts if 
there is an insufficient fund in the said account to settle a payment. Thus it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
old and well-known feature discussed hereinabove into O'Leary to allow funds 
to be drawn from customer's transaction account even if there is an insufficient 
fund in the said account to settle a payment. 

Re claims 2, 3. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the 
enrollment information further comprises receiving the information from the user 
on an enrollment page for the on-line payments service (see col. 19 lines 1 1-25, 
also see col.23 line 65-col.24 line 25). 
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Re claims 4, 5. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the 
enrollment information further comprises receiving information about the user 
necessary to enable the financial institution to validate that the user is bona fide 
(see fig. 10 element 205, also col.27 lines 30-39). 

Re claim 6. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the user's 
designation of the source account further comprises receiving the user's 
designation of at least one of a credit card account and a deposit account of the 
user as the source account (see col.27 lines 1-15, also see "The user then 
provides the following information: the source 1 of the 
funds — checking, credit card, savings, etc.; the dollar 
amount of the transfer; the funding date; and whether this 
is one time transfer or a repeat transfer, col.27 lines 4- 
15) . 

Re claims 7, 8. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the 
user's designation of the credit card account as the source account further 
comprises receiving information from the user about the credit card account 
consisting of a credit card number, a credit card expiration date, and a credit card 
(see co!.5 lines 40-50, also see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claims 9, 10. Oleary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the 
user's designation of the deposit account as the source account further comprises 
receiving the user's designation of the deposit account consisting of a least one of 
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a checking account, a debit account, and a money market account of the user as 
the source account (see col. 27 lines 1-15, also see "The user then 
provides the following information: the source' of the 
funds — checking, credit card, savings, etc.; the dollar 
amount of the transfer; the funding date; and whether this 
is one time transfer or a repeat transfer, col. 27 lines 4- 
15) 

Re claim 11. O'Leary further discloses the method , wherein receiving the 
information about the deposit account further comprises performing a back end 
validation to confirm that the user is the owner of the designated deposit account 
(i.e., certification, see fig. 10 element 205, also see col.27 lines 30-39). 

Re claim 17. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein providing the 
transaction account for the user that includes the access card further comprises 
providing the access card for the user that allows the user to withdraw funds from 
the transaction account at a financial transaction terminal (see fig.4, also see 
col.21 lines 15-30). 

Re claim 18. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
have funds reside in the transaction account further comprises allowing the user to 
utilize the transaction account as a hub for user transactions (see the abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 09/903,284 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3692 

Re claim 19. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
utilize the transaction account as the hub further comprises allowing the user to 
use the transaction account for receiving a person-to-person payment (i.e., pay 
anyone, see abstract). 

Re claim 20. O'Leary further discloses the method wherein allowing the user to 
utilize the transaction account as the hub further comprises allowing the user to 
fund the transaction account with funds withdrawn from the designated source 
account (see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claims 21 and 22. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the 
user to fund the transaction account with funds withdrawn from the designated 
source account further comprises allowing the user to fund the transaction 
account with funds withdrawn from at least one of a credit card account and a 
deposit account as the source account (see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claim 23. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
have funds reside in the transaction account further comprises allowing the user to 
have funds reside in at least one of a save for later portion and a held money 
portion of the transaction account (see col.1 1 lines 62-66, see col.21 lines 1 5-20). 

Re claim 24. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
have funds reside in at least one of the save for later portion and the held money 
portion of the transaction account further comprises allowing the user to view 
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balances of the save for later and held money portions of the transaction account 
(see col. 1 5 lines 38-45). 

Re claim 25. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line payment further 
comprises designating funds in the transaction account for an on-line payment 
to a recipient according to an instruction by the user (see the abstract). 

Re claim 26. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line purchase further 
comprises allowing the user to transaction account by furnishing the on-line 
merchant the transaction account number (see the abstract) 

Re claim 27. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account for making an off-line purchase further 
comprises allowing the user to authorize payment to an off-line merchant for an 
off-line transaction with funds in the transaction account using a transaction 
card provided to the user in connection with the transaction account (see col.22 
lines 20-30). 

Re claim 28. O'leary further discloses the method wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account for a cash withdrawal further comprises 
allowing the user to withdraw funds in cash from the transaction account at a self- 
service financial transaction terminal using a transaction card provided to the user 
in connection with the transaction account (see col.21 lines 1-65). . 
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Re claim 29. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account for making a credit card account payment 
further comprises allowing the user to authorize a payment to the user's credit card 
account with funds in the transaction account according to an instruction by the 
user (see the abstract). 

Re claim 30. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to use the 
funds in the transaction account for making a bill payment further comprises allowing the 
user to authorize the bill payment through a bill payment service with funds in the 
transaction account according an instruction by the user (see col. 15 lines 31-45). 

Re claims 31, 70. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to use 
the funds in the transaction account for making an international payment further 
comprises allowing the user to authorize the international payment through an 
international payment service with funds in the transaction account according an 
instruction by the user (i.e., O'Leary system can pay anyone virtually anywhere, see col.4 
lines 40-50). 

Re claim 32. O'leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to 
use the funds in the transaction account further comprises allowing the user to 
utilize a save for later portion of the funds in the transaction account (see col. 11 
lines 62-66, seecol.21 lines 15-20). 

Re claim 33. O'leary does not explicitly disclose the method wherein 
transaction account further comprises allowing the user to supplement the save 
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for later portion of the funds in the transaction account with a line of credit 
associated with the transaction account. However, official notice is taken that 
attaching a line of credit to a transaction account is old and well known in the 
art, such method is well established in commercial banking where regular 
checking transaction account is tied to overdraft line of credit, enabling 
customers to overdraft their regular transaction accounts if there is an 
insufficient fund in the said account to settle a payment. Thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the old and well- 
known feature discussed hereinabove into O'Leary to allow funds to be drawn 
from customer's transaction account even if there is an insufficient fund in the 
said account to settle a payment. 

Re claim 34. Claim 34, though a system claim, recites similar limitations to a 
method claim 1 supra, and thus rejected using the same art and rationale as in 
claim 1 supra. 

Re claims 35, 36. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
receiving the enrollment information further comprises means for receiving the 
information from the user on an enrollment page for the on-line payments service 
(see col. 19 lines 1 1-25, also see col.23 line 65-col.24 line 25). 

Re claims 37, 38. O'leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
receiving the enrollment information further comprises means for receiving 



Application/Control Number: 09/903,284* Page 
Art Unit: 3692 

information about the user necessary to enable the financial institution to validate 
that the user is bona fide (see fig. 10 element 205, also col.27 lines 30-39). 

Re claim 39. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
receiving the user's designation of the source account further comprises means for 
receiving the user's designation of at least one of a credit card account and a 
deposit account of the user as the source account account (see col.27 lines 1-1 5, 
also see "The user then provides the following information: 
the source 1 of the funds — checking, credit card, savings, 
etc.; the dollar amount of the transfer; the funding date; 
and whether this is one time transfer or a repeat transfer, 
col.27 lines 4-15) . 

Re claims 40, 41. O'leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
receiving the user's designation of the credit card account as the source account 
further comprises means for number, a credit card expiration date, and a credit 
card verifier (see col. 5 lines 40-50, also see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claims 42, 43. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
receiving the user's designation of the deposit account as the source account 
further comprises means for receiving the user's designation of the deposit 
account consisting of a least one of a checking account, a debit account, and a 
money market account of the user as the source account (see col.27 lines 1-15, 
also see "The user then provides the following information: 
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the source' of the funds — checking, credit card, savings, 
etc.; the dollar amount of the transfer; the funding date; 
and whether this is one time transfer or a repeat transfer, 
col. 27 lines 4-15. 

Re claim 44. O'Leary further discloses the means for receiving the information 
about the deposit account further comprises means for performing a back end 
validation to confirm that the user is the owner of the designated deposit account 
(i.e., certification, see fig.10 element 205, also see col.27 lines 30-39). 

Re claim 50. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
providing the transaction account for the user that includes the access card further 
comprises means for providing the access card for the user that allows the user to 
withdraw funds from the transaction account at a financial transaction terminal 
(see fig.4, also see col.21 lines 15-30). 

Re claim 51. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to have funds reside in the transaction account further comprises means 
for allowing the user to utilize the transaction account as a hub for user 
transactions (see the abstract). 

Re claim 52. O'Leary further discloses the system wherein the means for allowing 
the user to utilize the transaction account as the hub further comprises means for 
allowing the user to use the trust account for receiving a person-to-person 
payment (i.e., pay anyone, see the abstract). 
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Re claim 53. O'leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to utilize the transaction account as the hub further comprises means for 
allowing the user to fund the transaction account with funds withdrawn from the 
designated source account (see col.27 lines 1 -1 5). 

Re claims 54, 55. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
allowing the user to fund the transaction account with funds withdrawn from the 
designated source account further comprises means for allowing the user to fund 
the trust account with funds withdrawn from at least one of a credit card account 
and a deposit account as the source account (see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claim 56. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to have funds reside in the transaction account further comprises means 
for allowing the user to have funds reside in at least one of a save for later portion 
and a held money portion of the transaction account (see col.1 1 lines 62-66, see 
col.21 lines 15-20). 

Re claim 57. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to have funds reside in at least one of the save for later portion and the 
held money portion of the transaction account further comprises means for 
allowing the user to view balances of the save for later and held money portions of 
the transaction account (see col. 1 5 lines 38-45). 



Application/Control Number: 09/903,284 Page 
Art Unit: 3692 

Re claim 58. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to use the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line payment 
further comprises means for to an instruction by the user (see the abstract). 

Re claim 59. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to use the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line purchase 
further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize payment to an on-line 
merchant for an on-line transaction with funds in the transaction account by 
furnishing the on-line merchant the transaction account number (see the abstract). 

Re claim 60. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to use the funds in the transaction account for making an off-line purchase 
further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize payment to an off-line 
merchant for an off-line transaction with funds in the transaction account using a 
transaction card provided to the user in connection with the transaction account 
(see col.22 lines 20-30). 

Re claim 61. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
allowing the user to use the funds in the transaction account for a cash 
withdrawal further comprises means for allowing the user to withdraw funds in 
cash from the transaction account at a self-service financial transaction terminal 
using a transaction card provided to the user in connection with the transaction 
account (see col.21 lines 1-65). 
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Re claim 62. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
allowing the user to use the funds in the transaction account for making a credit 
card account payment further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize 
a payment to the user's credit card account with funds in the transaction account 
according to an instruction by the user (see the abstract). 

Re claim 63. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for 
allowing the user to use the funds in the transaction account for making a bill 
payment further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize the bill 
payment through a bill payment service with funds in the transaction account 
according an instruction by the user (see col.1 5 lines 31 -45). 

Re claim 64. O'Leary further discloses the system wherein the means for allowing the 
user to use the funds in the transaction account for making an international payment 
further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize the international payment 
through an international payment service with funds in the transaction account according 
an instruction by the user (i.e., O'Leary system can pay anyone virtually anywhere, see 
col.4 lines 40-50). 

Re claim 65. O'Leary further discloses the system, wherein the means for allowing 
the user to use the funds in the transaction account further comprises means for 
allowing the user to utilize a save for later portion of the funds in the transaction 
account (see col.1 1 lines 62-66, see col. 21 lines 15-20). 
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Re claim 66. O'Leary does not explicitly disclose the system, wherein the 
means for allowing the user to use the funds in the transaction account further 
comprises means for allowing the user to supplement the save for later portion 
of the funds in the transaction account with a line of credit associated with the 
transaction account. However, official notice is taken that attaching a line of 
credit to a transaction account is old and well known in the art, such method is 
well established in commercial banking where regular checking transaction 
account is tied to overdraft line of credit, enabling customers to overdraft their 
regular transaction accounts if there is an insufficient fund in the said account 
to settle a payment. Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the old and well-known feature discussed hereinabove 
into O'Leary to allow funds to be drawn from customer's transaction account 
even if there is an insufficient fund in the said account to settle a payment. 

Re claim 67. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the user's 
designation of a source account for withdrawing funds for the on-line payments further 
comprises receiving the user's designation of a credit card account and designating the 
withdrawn funds as a purchase on the credit card account by a payments engine (see 
col.5 lines 40-50). 

Re claim 68. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein allowing the user to use the 
funds in the transaction account for making an on-line payment further comprises: 
receiving an email address and payment amount by a payments engine for a recipient 
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from the user at a user terminal via a network; notifying the recipient by email at a 
recipient terminal by the payments engine of the payment (i.e., payment confirmation see 
col. 16 lines 35-65); prompting the recipient by the payments engine to enroll for the on- 
line payments service (see col.23 lines 45-67); recipient account to receive the payment 
and applying the payment amount to the recipient account by the payments engine; and if 
the recipient declines to enroll, arranging a courtesy check for the payment amount to the 
recipient by the payments engine (see col.24 lines 22-50). 

Re claim 69. O'Leary further discloses the method, wherein receiving the 
recipient's designation of a recipient account and applying the payment amount 
to the recipient account further comprises receiving the recipient's designation of 
a recipient credit card account and applying the payment amount as a payment 
on the recipient credit card account (see col.27 lines 1-15). 

Re claims 71 and 72. Claims 71 and 72 recite similar limitations to claim 1 supra, and 
thus rejected using the same art and rationale as in claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OJO 0. OYEBISI whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 8298. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHARD E. CHILCOT can be reached on (571)272-6777. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




